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of the control of the Straits to Turkey is not a step back-
ward to reactionary policies but a recognition of the new na-
tion's right to the inheritance which it has taken over from
its predecessor, conferring upon her that kind of trustee-
ship which makes trade an instrument of peace and uses a
strategic advantage as a public utility.
As recent events indicate, the drive on Constantinople
and the Straits is by no means over. Indeed, so long as
international relations are based upon the politics of power,
the question of the Straits will remain a recurring chal-
lenge to statesmanship. Although at the moment it is
still far removed from the theatre of war, a new struggle
for control of the Balkans and for the gateway to the
East began at the outbreak of the present war and has been
gaining momentum steadily. The mutual assistance pact
concluded between Turkey and the Western Allies in
October, 1939, the steady growth of Turkish influence
on the Balkan peninsula as clearly shown by the Belgrade
meeting of the Balkan entente in February, 1940, are merely
evidences of the vital importance, both strategic and eco-
nomic, of this narrow waterway in European diplomatic
history.
From this short summary it will be seen that the pages
which follow pick out only a single theme from the con-
fused history of the Near East, that of the control of the
Straits. Even within its own restricted field it offers no
more than a guide to the principal chapters in diplomatic
history and to the pertinent documents in each case. The
narrative has been reduced to the simplest of outlines so
as to keep the perspective clear of detail. At the same time
the reader will find in the notes and bibliographical guides